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It’s now cheaper to print color figures in KI
Have you been concerned in the past about the cost of print-
ing color figures in Kidney International (KI)? KI has listened 
to your concerns and is now offering permanently reduced 
pricing for color figures—a flat fee of $500 per printed page, 
no matter how many color figures are on a page. This pricing 
is more affordable for authors and competitive with other top 
scientific journals. We want to make it easier for authors to 
publish the color figures that demonstrate important scien-
tific findings, and our new pricing reflects our commitment to 
achieving this goal.
Retinoids in  
HIV-associated 
kidney disease
Transgenic mice expressing one of the 
HIV envelope proteins develop renal 
disease that is somewhat similar to 
human HIV-associated nephropathy 
(HIVAN). Ratnam et al., as they report 
in this issue, studied the effect of retin-
oids on the progress of the disease in 
these mice. Using an agonist of retinoic 
acid receptor-α (RARα), a ubiquitous 
retinoid receptor, they found that it 
attenuated the proteinuria and reduced 
podocyte proliferation and glomerulo-
sclerosis. When these transgenic mice 
were bred on a background of RARα 
knockout, their renal disease was worse, 
and the RARα agonist showed no effect. 
Further, the transgenic mice appeared 
to have a defect in synthesis of retinoids, 
since the synthetic enzymes were down-
regulated. These results suggest that 
retinoid therapy might be worth trying 
in HIVAN. See page 624.
Focal segmental 
glomerulosclerosis  
in IgA nephropathy 
leads to worse 
prognosis
IgA nephropathy (IgAN) is often 
associated with focal  segmental 
glomeru losclerosis (FSGS), but the 
significance of this association was not 
well established. El Karoui et al. exam-
ined a new cohort of 128 adults with 
IgAN and found that adhesions to the 
capsule were quite frequent. Remark-
ably, the cardinal lesions of FSGS, such 
as hyalinosis and collapsing glomeru-
lopathy, were found in a majority of 
these patients. Those with FSGS lesions 
had a faster decline of their renal func-
tion. Significantly, these patients did 
worse than those with pure forms of 
FSGS. See page 643.
Tuberculous 
interstitial nephritis
Infection of the kidney with Myco­
bacterium tuberculosis is rare and is 
largely limited to countries where the 
incidence of tuberculosis is very high. As 
they report in this issue, Chapagain et al. 
collected their experiences with 25 such 
patients, most of whom were of African 
or south Asian origin. Seventeen patients 
had a kidney biopsy, which showed 
granulom atous interstitial nephritis. All 
were given antituberculosis treatment 
and showed a good response. However, 
nine underwent renal replacement 
therapy. In the remainder, the renal func-
tion also deteriorated, although there 
was an initial period of improvement. 
See page 671.
